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Physical Setting/Earth Science

Mrs. Emily E. Robinson

Edison Career and Technology High School

Room: 3B12 
Phone: 585-324-9700 ext. 3212
Email: Emily.Robinson@rcsdk12.org
Website: www.rcsdk12.org/40503
This course studies the different processes, relationships, mechanisms, and concepts that help us interpret our planet Earth and is based on the New York State Physical Setting / Earth Science core curriculum. It incorporates hands-on laboratory experiences and covers an array of topics including: Astronomy, Geology, Meteorology, and Climatology.

1. STUDENT EXPECTATIONS
As a student taking this course, you will be expected to follow the 5 “P’s”:

· Punctual: Attend class on-time and regularly. If you are late, complete the late assignment. NO work will be graded until the late assignment is completed.
· Productive: Correctly, fully, and independently complete and submit all work on-time. Incomplete assignments will NOT be graded. Late work will lose 5 points per day.
· Prepared: Bring the necessary materials (Earth Science Binder/Folder, pen & pencil, ESRT) to class with you each day. 

· Polite: Respect yourself, others, and the environment with your words and actions. 
· Pertinent: There is a time and place for everything. In here, conversations should be important to Earth Science. 
2. CLASS MATERIALS

Students are expected to have the following materials for class:

· 1 Folder OR 1 3-Ring Binder for Earth Science ALONE
· Pencil and a Pen

· Earth Science Reference Tables (ESRT) (1 copy is provided at the beginning of the year. Any additional copies must be printed by the student.)
       Supply bins are provided for each table group with additional materials that may be

       needed throughout the year. Students are expected to be responsible with these materials.

       If any materials are used inappropriately or wasted, that table will no longer be allowed to

       have a supply bin and all needed supplies must then be provided by the students. 

3. GRADES
Each student’s grade will be calculated on a percentage basis as follows:



Assessments (Tests & Quizzes)

50%





Lab Activities




30%

Assignments (Classwork & Homework)
20%

ASSESSMENTS

Tests and quizzes will be announced ahead of time in order to provide time for studying. In addition to content and vocabulary quizzes (given as necessary), weekly Earth Science Reference Tables (ESRT) quizzes will begin during the 2nd week of school. Tests and quizzes may include all information from the class notes, worksheets, laboratory activities, supplemental activities, and homework assignments.

LAB ACTIVITIES

“Critical to understanding science concepts is the use of scientific inquiry to develop explanations of natural phenomena. Therefore, as prerequisite for admission to the performance test and written portion of the Regents examination in the Physical Setting/ Earth Science, students must have successfully completed a minimum of 1200 minutes of hands-on laboratory experience with satisfactory reports on file.” (SED)

For a student to have a satisfactory laboratory report, he or she must correctly complete ALL work (including vocabulary, procedures, calculations, discussion, conclusion, and Regents practice questions). Incomplete labs will NOT be graded and will be returned to the student to complete.
If a student does not complete a lab, receives an unsatisfactory lab report grade, or is absent on the day(s) of the lab, they will have until the end of that quarter to make-up the lab for credit. If a student does not resubmit the completed or unsatisfactory lab report or does not make up the lab activity within that quarter, that lab report will NOT be accepted for a grade and is not eligible to earn credit or lab minutes towards their laboratory requirement.
ASSIGNMENTS

Assignments include both class work and homework. Both will be assigned on a regular basis and are expected to be fully completed on-time. Late assignments will automatically lose 5 points per day late (in addition to any points off for incorrect answers). 
Class work assignments are designed to provide practice with what we are learning. Completed classwork will be evaluated using a 


+ (100%), 

(85%), or 

- (70%). 
Homework assignments are designed to reinforce topics learned from lecture notes, worksheets, and laboratory activities. Completed homework will be graded based on correctness.
4. EXTRA HELP
If you miss school or have questions, it is strongly urged that you see me outside of class time (for example, before or after class; during lunch or a free period) for help. 
5. REWARDS

Awards Ceremony

An awards “ceremony” will be held quarterly to honor those students who are doing exceptionally well in the course. Possible recognitions include:

· Student of the Quarter (based on attitude, participation, grades)

· Reference Scholar (based on earning highest scores on weekly ESRT quizzes in the class)

· Lab Scholar (based on completing the MOST lab minutes)

· Top Tester (based on earning highest average unit test scores)

· Master Worker (based on earning highest average score on homework assignments)
6. CONSEQUENCES

Ultimately this is a science room! In this room, it is expected that everyone behave like a scientist. However, if you choose not to act like a scientist, the following consequences may be implemented (in no particular order):
	POSSIBLE CONSEQUENCES

	Verbal Warning

	Removal from Room

	Lunch Detention

	Phone Call Home

	Referral to Administrator


Depending on the severity of your behavior, I reserve the right to assign immediate consequences to support the learning environment in our classroom. In addition to the above possible consequences, these may include (but are not limited to) having your seat changed; “sitting out” an activity; and/or being provided with alternative work to complete independently. In addition, parent-teacher conferences and referrals will also be used as necessary. 
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*** If, at any point, someone’s health, safety, or ability to focus and learn is at risk,

you will be removed from the room ***
Please take this syllabus home and share it with your parents or guardians. 
Return the signed sheet by Friday, September 7, 2018 for a homework grade.

I have read this syllabus, understand, and agree with the course expectations completely. 
Student name: __________________________________________________

Student Signature _______________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name(s) __________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature(s) _______________________________________
Parent/Guardian Contact Information: 
Phone __________________________ 

Email __________________________________________________________
Preferred Method of Contact (circle one): 
Phone

Email
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